
WISDOM COUNCIL

Who Can Join? Time Committment

Our Wisdom Council is a circle of respected elders, practitioners,
scholars, and community leaders who bring lived wisdom and perspective
to inform RJI’s internal growth and development. 

Rather than overseeing governance or strategy, Wisdom Council members
serve as thought partners who help us foster reflection, innovation, and
learning within the organization. The Council creates space for thoughtful
advice and fresh ideas —supporting RJI as we strengthen our programs
and deepen our effectiveness. Through monthly or quarterly engagement,
members help us ask better questions, notice emerging patterns, and
explore what is possible.

Wisdom Council members may be invited to:
Offer ideas and feedback on new programs or directions
Identify unmet needs and emerging opportunities
Share perspective grounded in lived experience and long-term practice
Help expand and strengthen RJI’s practitioner network

Interested in contributing your wisdom? Contact Melody Stanford Martin,
Interim Director mmartin@rjinstitute.org.
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Participation in the RJI Wisdom
Council is light and flexible.
Members engage monthly or
quarterly, depending on
availability, through reflection
conversations, calls for advisement
or occasional meetings. There are
no operational, managerial, or
fiduciary responsibilities—the focus
is meaningful contribution, not
oversight.

The Wisdom Council brings together
people with deep experience and
lived wisdom—not only in restorative
justice, but across a range of
disciplines, communities, and life
paths. We welcome individuals with
diverse experience who feel aligned
with restorative justice values and
want to support RJI’s growth. We’re
looking for people who bring energy,
curiosity, and shared purpose.
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